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 The objective of this research is to test the effectiveness of film to improve the students’ 
ability in writing narrative text. The type of this research is a quasi-experimental research design 
that involved two groups experimental group and control group. The samples were selected 
through cluster random sampling technique; they were X IPS 1, consisted of 27 students, and X 
IPS 2, consisted of 26 students.The data of this research were collected through the pretest and 
posttest in order to analyze the students’ ability in writing before and after the treatment. The 
obtained data were statistically analyzed to find out the significant difference between two 
groups on the posttest. The result of the data analysis indicated that the students’ ability in 
writing narrative text was improved. It could be seen through the result of the mean score of the 
experimental group improved from 35.64 to 68.05 on the posttest. In contrast, the mean score of 
the control group has no significant improvement; in which the mean score of the group only 
improves from 35.33 to 37.50. Moreover, relying on the ttable value of df 51 (27+26-2) by 
applying 0.05 level of significance, the researcher found that the tcounted value (12.705) is much 
higher than the ttable value (1.663); it means that the hypothesis is accepted. To conclude,  the 
implementation of film is effective to improve the students’ ability in writing narrative text of the 
tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Sindue.   
 
Keywords: Implementation, Film, Writing, Narrative Text 
 
Abstrak 
Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk menguji keefektifan dari film untuk meningkatkan 
kemampuan menulis teks naratif siswa. Peneliti menerapkan desain penelitian kuasi 
eksperimen. Teknik pengambilan sampel purposif digunakan untuk memilih sampel; di mana X 
IPS 1, terdiri dari 27 siswa, dan X IPS 2, terdiri dari 26 siswa, dipilih sebagai kelompok 
eksperimen dan  kontrol. Data penelitian ini kemudian dikumpulkan melalui prates dan 
pascates untuk menganalisa kemampuan menulis siswa sebelum dan sesudah  perlakuan. Data 
yang terkumpul dianalisa secara statistik untuk menemukan perbedaan yang signifikan antara 
dua kelompok pada pascates. Hasil dari analisis data menunjukkan bahwa kemampuan 
menulis teks naratif oleh siswa meningkat. Hal ini ditunjukkan dengan perolehan nilai rata-
rata kelompok eksperimen meningkat dari 35.64 ke 68.05 pada pascates. Sebaliknya, nilai 
rata-rata dari kelompok kontrol tidak mengalami peningkatan signifikan; di mana nilai rata-
rata kelompok ini hanya meningkat dari 35.33 ke 37.50. Merujuk pada nilai ttabel dari df 51 
(27+26-2) dengan mengaplikasikan 0.05 tingkat signifikan, peneliti menemukan bahwa nilai 
thitung (12.705) lebih tinggi dari nilai ttabel  (1.663) yang menunjukkan diterimanya hipotesa 
penelitian. Dengan kata lain, penerapan dari film efektif untuk meningkatkan kemampuan 
menulis teks naratif pada siswa kelas sepuluh SMA Negeri 1 Sindue.   
Kata kunci: Penerapan, Film, Kemampuan Menulis, Teks Naratif  
 INTRODUCTION 
 
Writing is a way to convey one’s ideas and opinions in written form. It is an active 
thinking process of one’s mind to plan, arrange, and express the ideas in order to be understood 
by readers. A good writing helps to avoid misunderstanding between the writer’s ideas and the 
readers’ opinions. Moreover, writing is a process of putting thoughts, ideas, opinions, 
experiences, events, and histories. In addition, Atwan & Forrer (1986) state that writing can be 
another way of expressing our feelings and emotions. Writing can also be a hobby to spend our 
time, and even for an occupation, such as a journalist, novelist, script writer, etc. 
Depending on the previous paragraph, writing is the important skill that should be 
mastered by the students beside speaking, reading, and listening. In the context of education, 
most of exams, whether they are testing foreign language abilities or other skills, often rely on 
the students’ writing proficiency in order to measure their knowledge. However, most of the 
students consider that writing is the most difficult language skill to master among the four 
language skills. 
In addition to the importance of writing, the students have to comprehend the aspects of 
writing in order to master English writing proficiency. Nevertheless, writing has several kinds 
of text, such as narrative text, descriptive text, recount text, report text, hortatory exposition and 
analytical exposition text. Therefore, in order to achieve the purpose of writing skill, the 
students need to do more practice to develop ideas. Regarding this, Patel & Jain (2008) point out 
that writing is a skill which must be taught and practiced. Thus, in order to drill the students in 
writing paragraphs sequentially, the teachers are demanded to set the homework exercises for 
the specific text to figure it out. 
Every skill and sub skill have its components and so does writing. According to Patel & 
Jain (2008), “Writing is essential features of learning a language because it provides a very good 
means of foxing the vocabulary, spelling, and sentence pattern.” However, the aspect of writing 
is not only in mechanics but also in paragraph and linguistics aspect, for example “. The 
compositions of writing that will be measured are content, organization, vocabulary, language 
use, and mechanics (Heaton, 1990). By integrating the two experts’ ideas above, there are 
several elements of writing used to create an appropriate paragraph or text, they are: grammar, 
mechanics, vocabulary, organization of idea, and paragraph.  
The first element of writing is grammar in which it is used or the way to construct the 
words to be meaningful. It is an essential element, due to the fact that the sentences arranged 
structurally will be clearly enough for readers to find the purpose of the writer. Moreover, 
grammar is defined as a set of characteristics on how language is formed and merged into 
sentences. Another component of writing is called mechanics. It is how to punctuate and put the 
capital letter appropriately. Kane (2000) further defines mechanics is  the appearance of words, 
on how they are spelled or arranged on paper. Additionally, there are three aspects of 
mechanics, namely, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.  
The third element of writing is vocabulary. In line with this, vocabulary is considered to 
be important in supporting all skills and sub skills. Without having extensive vocabulary, the 
students often achieve less their potential and may be discourage to figure out of language on 
their circumstances (Richard & Renandya, 2002). It indicates that the limit of vocabulary will 
obstruct us on language comprehension and language production. It also affects communication 
not only in written form but also in speaking form. 
The fourth is known as the organization of idea. Organization of idea is necessitated to 
link every sentence structurally. Pollard (2008) moreover points out an alternative of linking 
ideas. These are two terms applied to the skill of writing. Coherence applies to the way a piece 
of writing is organized; a logical progression of ideas and careful organization within and 
between paragraphs. Cohesion refers to how ideas are linked; this is commonly achieved by the 
use of reference words and linkers.  
These language items are mostly, but not only, used in writing and help guide a reader 
through the piece of work, and showing relationships between ideas. However, to achieve the 
points of organization ideas, it is too hard for students especially for foreign language learners to 
do so. It is a must, of course, since if the writer cannot organize the ideas and connect in every 
sentence in order, the readers will be confused, and poorly, they will not even read our 
paragraph or text. 
The last element of writing is paragraph. Conversely, paragraph is a group of related 
sentences. Kane (2000) affirms a paragraph is a group of related sentences developing a main 
idea and controlling idea, called the topic. The topic is the object in which the paragraph focuses 
on. Paragraph, supporting the statement, involves three parts, they are: topic sentence, 
supporting sentence(s), and conclusion.  
Topic sentence states the main idea of the paragraph and limits the scope of the topic. 
Kane (2000) points out that a good topic sentence is concise and emphatic. It is no longer than 
the idea requires, and it stresses the important word or phrase. Topic sentence involves a 
complete sentence (at least subject + predicate) and added by controlling idea. The function of 
controlling idea is to control the notions to be organized. Another one is supporting sentences. 
Supporting ideas or supporting sentences builds the body of paragraph. It develops and supports 
the topic in any ways (Kane, 2000).  
The function of supporting ideas is to support the topic sentence or to serve more 
information about the topic so that the ideas will be coherence. The third part of paragraph is the 
concluding sentence. Concluding sentence is the closing statement of the writer to end the 
paragraph. This is used to summarize the topic previously, giving advice or solution, and 
restating the topic sentence by paraphrasing. It is the signals of closing paragraph and leaving 
the readers with the specific information.  
Referring to the title of this research, writing ability, narrative text, and the use of film 
are concerned in this research. Firstly, writing is complex and difficult to teach as it requires 
mastery not only of grammatical and rhetorical devices but also of conceptual and judgment 
elements. It is in line with Usman, Safitri, & Marhum (2020).Secondly, a narrative text is used 
to tell a story or tale that orderly account of events in speech of writing. It is a piece of the text 
which tells story and, in doing so, entertains or informs the reader or listener. Narrative text is 
an account of a sequence of events, which is usually in chronological order. The purpose of a 
narrative text is to amuse, entertain the reader or listener about the story. Narrative deals with 
problematic events which lead to a crisis or turning point of some kind, which in turn finds a 
resolution. Moreover, the generic structures of narrative text are: orientation, complication, and 
resolution. 
Then, in teaching writing to the students, the researcher used film as a medium. In 
addition, this medium consists of picture and sound. Film is a sequence of pictures in frame in 
which the sequence is presented through projector (Arsyad, 2014). Further, film is divided into 
four types, they are: documentary film, fictional film, animated film, and experimental film.  
A documentary film supports to present factual information about the world outside the 
film. Additionally, a fictional film presents imaginary beings, places or events. Yet, if a film is 
fictional, that does not mean that it is completely unrelated actuality. For one thing, not 
everything shown or implied by the fiction film needs to be imaginary, a typical fictional film 
stages its events; they are designed planned, rehearsed, filmed and re-filmed. In a fictional the 
agents are portrayed or depicted by an intermediate, not photographed directly in documentary. 
Another one, which is called as animated film, is distinguished from live-action ones by 
the unusual kinds of work that are done at production stage. Animation film does not do 
continuously filming outdoor action in the real time, but they create a series of images by 
shooting one frame at a time. On the other hand, some filmmakers set out to create films that 
challenge orthodox notion of what movies can show and how it can show it. 
The procedures of teaching writing by using film are first, asking the students about 
previous or related material; giving some questions related to the topics; explaining the material 
from the text book; playing film and asking the students to observe it; and finally, asking the 
students to write down a narrative text based on a film they have watched.   
Based on the procedures of teaching writing by using film, it is obtained that film has 
advantages in its implementation, they are: (1) film is motivating and enjoyable; (2) it provides 
authentic and varied language; (3) gives a visual context; and (4) it is varied and flexible. Given 
the benefits of using film in the language learning classroom, it is not surprising that many 
teachers are keen on using film to their students, and an increasing number of them are 
successful in integrating film into the language-learning syllabus.  
However, this medium also has disadvantages as explained by Arsyad (2014), they are: 
(1) procurement of film and video is generally expensive; (2) not all students are able to follow 
the information to be conveyed through the film; and (3) film and video do not completely 
fulfill the needs of the teaching and learning process.  
Based on the researcher’s preliminary observation and interview in SMA Negeri 1 
Sindue, the researcher found that the tenth students had some problems in writing. Most of them 
said that they got bored in writing session. They usually complained when they were asked to 
provide an example of narrative text. It was totally hard for them to find out and generate the 
ideas in their brain into a written text. Therefore, the researcher then formulated the research 
question  as: “Can the implementation of Film improve students’ ability in writing narrative text 
of the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Sindue?” 
 
METHODS 
This section should be clearly and concisely written. It provides practical information In 
this research, the researcher conducted quasi-experimental research design, specifically, non-
equivalent control group design. The research design used is proposed by Cohen, Manion & 
Morrison (2007) which can be seen below: 
O1 X O2 
O3  O4 
In which : 
O1, O3  : pretest 
O2, O4  : posttest 
X : treatment 
 
Further, the first year students of SMA Negeri 1 Sindue which consisted of 13 parallel 
classes in academic year of 2018/2019 were chosen as the population of this research. This 
population involved 285 students, 143 students of IPA, and 142 of IPS. Additionally, X IPS 1, 
consisted of 27 students, and X IPS 2, consisted of 26 students, were selected as the 
experimental and control groups through cluster random sampling technique.  
In line with the title, the independent variable of this research was the implementation of 
film. The dependent variable of this research, in contrast, was the students’ ability in writing 
narrative text. Further, in collecting the data, the researcher used interview, and the test. The 
interview was used to find out and formulate the problem of the research.  
Furthermore, the standard score of each student was obtained by using the scoring rubric 
adapted from Kemendikbud (2017) in which the maximum score of each aspect (Idea 
organization, text organization, grammar, and mechanics) is four point; and the sum of 
maximum score is 16. Eventually, the standard score of each student was earned by dividing the 
obtained score to maximum score and multiplied by a hundred. As the students’ final scores 
obtained, the researcher calculated the mean score of the group by using a formula proposed by 
Arikunto (2006:307): 
Md =  
In which : 
Md : mean score 
 : sum of standard score 
N : number of students 
 
After obtaining the mean score of the group, then the variance was counted by using the 
formula proposed by Arikunto (2006) in which the variance is earned by substracting the sum of 
deviation scores by the squared deviation and divided by the number of students. Afterwards,  
the obtained data was applied into the t-test formula in order to see the significant difference 
between the experimental and control groups on the posttest. The formula used is proposed by 
Arikunto (2006) below. 
t =  
In which : 
t  : significant difference of the groups 
Md  : the mean deviation of both tests 













FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Findings 
 
In collecting the data, it was used test (pretest and posttest) as the instrument of this 
research. Likewise, the pretest was administered on April 10th 2019 to both groups find out the 
students’ prior ability in writing. The posttest was administered on May 8th to both groups in 
order to find out the improvement of the students’ writing ability after the treatment. The result 
of each test was compared to measure whether or not the implementation of film improves the 
students’ ability in writing narrative text of the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Sindue. 






Graphic 1  The Pretest and Posttest Results of  the Experimental Group 
 
It can be seen on Graphic 1 that the highest score on pretest of the experimental group is 
56.25; and the lowest score 25.00. The highest score on the posttest of the experimental group is 
87.50; lowest one is 56.25. The total score on the pretest is 962.50 and the mean score is 35.64. 
Additionally, this group obtains 1837.50 as the total score on the posttest with the mean score 
obtained is 68.05.  
By comparing the result both on the pretest and posttest, it is obviously found that the 
experimental group’s score is improved. The total score improvement ranges in 875.00; and the 
mean score improvement of this group is 32.41. This result clearly describes that the 
implementation of film is effective to improve the students’ ability in writing narrative text (The 
result is discussed further in the next part). After finding out the achievements of the 
experimental group on both tests, the researcher then analyzed the result of the control group in 
which it has been tabulated in Graphic 2. 
 
 
           
 
Graphic 2  The Pretest and Posttest Results of the Control Group 
 
Graphic 2 clearly describes that the highest score achieved by the students of the control 
group on the pretest is 56.25 and the lowest one is 25.00. On the other hand, the highest score 
achieved by the students in this group is 68.75; and the lowest one is 25.00. Moreover, the total 
score of the control group on the pretest (918.75) is lower than the experimental group’s; and 
the mean score obtained is 35.33. Additionally, the total score obtained by this group on the 
posttest is 975.00 which is also lower than the experimental group’s; in which the mean score of 
this group on the posttest is 37.50.  
By determining the total scores and the mean scores of this group on both tests, the 
improvement ranges in 56.25 (total score) and 2.17 (mean score). In line with the table, the sum 
of deviation scores and the squared deviation scores of the experimental group are 1 = 875.00 
and 21 = 31250.00. Moreover, the sum of deviation scores and the sum of squared deviation 
scores of the control group are 2 = 56.25 and 22 = 30007.81. Furthermore, the researcher 
calculated the mean deviation of both groups, it was found that the mean deviation of the 
experimental group is  = 32.40, meanwhile, the mean deviation of the control group is  = 
2.16.  
Then, the standard deviations of the experimental group and control group are Sx = 5.32 
and Sy = 11.03. Afterwards, the researcher counted the standard error of the differences of both 
groups; and it was found that the standard error (SD) is 2.38. Lastly, in order to find out whether 
the hypothesis is accepted or rejected, the researcher then counted the t-table value; and it was 
obtained that the t-table value of this research is 12.705.  
After that, to determine the significant difference between two groups on the posttest 
after the implementation of film, the researcher computed the tcounted value by using the ttest 
formula in which the result of the tcounted is 12.705. Further, the researcher calculated the ttable 
value of df 51 (27+26-2) by using 0.05 level of significance on one-tailed test, it was obtained 
that the ttable value of df 51 is 1.663. Therefore, it can be concluded that the research hypothesis 
is accepted as the tcounted value (12.705) of this research is much higher than the ttable value 
(1.663) which means that the implementation of Film is effective to improve students’ ability in 
writing narrative text. 
 
Discussion 
In conducting the research, the students’ ability in writing narrative text was treated by 
using Film. The students were tested by using components of writing such as idea organization, 
text organization, grammar, and mechanics. The purpose of the test was to identify the students’ 
ability in writing narrative text including whole criteria before treatment, during treatment, and 
after the treatment. 
Before conducting the treatment, the students were provided with the pretest in order to 
know the level of their ability to write narrative text. The result showed that most of the students 
had a problem on doing the test, one of the example was a weakness on writing the narrative in 
grammatical way, for instance “Says that will merry me”. Second, the students could not 
arrange a narrative writing based on the generic structure, lastly they also had problem on his 
punctuation and capitalization, it was shown from the way they wrote the character of the film 
with lowercase instead of using capital letter. 
After finding out the problem, then the students were provided with the treatment  
consisting of six meetings by implementing the film. The students were taught with  writing 
narrative text in teaching and learning process that focused on idea organization (include the 
text structure), grammar, and mechanics. Moreover, the students listened to the explaination 
about the way to write narrative text.  
Afterwards, the students followed the procedure of teaching writing narrative text 
through film in order to improve the students’ writing ability in writing narrative text. First step 
was the class began with activating the students’ prior knowledge by asking questions related to 
the material. Then, the students got the explanation about the definition of narrative text. After 
that they watched a film. Then, the students were provided with question to have their opinion 
about the film based on the topic they had watched, individually. In this stage, each student was 
in group and was allowed to help, check, and correct each other’s work.  
The next stage, in while-task activities, the students discussed about their work and other 
group’s work. In this session, the students were asked to discuss the questions directed by the 
researcher and determined what would they write. The questions existed to stimulate the 
students’ idea before they started to complete the task. After having a small discussion, the 
students individually started to write their first writing. They were asked only to focus on 
constructing their ideas and should not feel afraid of making mistakes while writing the 
paragraph.  
After completing their drafts, the students go back to their discussions to exchange their 
writing and check their friends’ writing. Finally, at the last stage which is post-task activity, the 
the students were provided with the result of their writing and directed the students’ attention to 
the aspects of writing particularly the use of correct grammar, organization and vocabulary. 
Moreover, the students were facilitated with individual assistance. Last, the students 
were asked  to write narrative text. In each meeting, additionally, the students provided with an 
annoucement and rewarded based on the increasing score of the individual learning outcomes. 
After conducting the treatment, then the students were provided with posttest to measure the 
students’ improvement in writing narrative text. As the result, it was found out some progresses 
in students’ writing performance.  
The result showed that most of the students organized their ideas in a proper way by 
following the generic structure of narrative text. Moreover, the students wrote the text by using 
punctuation and capitalization appropriately. The improvement could be seen in students’ 
writing showed by the result on the test. On the pretest, the students had problem on the 
grammatical way of writing narrative text in which they still used present tense in some 
sentences, they had problems on writing a good story line based on narrative generic structure.  
Originally, when applying each stage of the proposed procedures, the researcher got 
several difficulties. First, the students often felt bored when they were asked to do the pair and 
group discussion. They preferred to get directly to the group discussion because the discussed 
questions were same. Second, since the students had limited ability in constructing the task, they 
spent much time at the first draft stage so that the researcher had less time to give correction to 
their writings. 
Moreover, they often missed capitalization of the first letter of a character name. 
Nonetheless, on the posttest, the students had no more problems on grammar as well as the 
capitalization, although they still missed some story line, however, it is much better compare to 
the pretest result. 
The above paragraphs show that the students’ ideas organization is very clear, can be 
understood, and has relation to one another. The text organization was completed too. The 
students’ paragraph writings include the whole organization of narrative text, such as 
orientation, complication, resolution, etc. The result of the posttest indicates that students' 
writing ability have been improved significantly after the researcher applied Film in teaching 
and learning process.  
The researcher, moreover, found that by applying film, teaching narrative text become 
more practical and effective. Each component of film brings benefit to the teacher, students, top 
groups and bottom groups who work together completing the academic tasks. The weak 
students will be assisted in understanding the subject matter, since there is no competition 
among the students because they work together to solve problems dealing with different ways of 
thinking. The clever students take the responsibility to help the weak ones in group. Thus, they 
could develop their ability in writing narrative text.  
All in all, the result of this study is in line with Sinurat (2013), “Improve Students’ 
Narrative Writing Achievement through Film” signifies that the use of film is effective to 
improve the students’ ability in writing narrative paragraphs. Moreover, Akmala (2011), “The 
Use of Animated Film to Improve Students’Ability in Writing Narrative Text at Madrasah 
Aliyah Pemalang”shows that the use of film is effective to improve the students’ ability in 
writing narrative text. Moreover, the result of this research is in line too with Usman, Setyosari, 
widiati, and Lembah (2015;) they state that video or film media ease the students to understand 
the concept, to find an idea, to create a joy atmosphere of the classroom as well as motivate the 
students to learn English which focused on writing skills. By doing so, The implementation of 





Writing is an activity to convey an abstract idea, feeling, and experience through a peace 
of paper. It is categorized as a difficult skill in learning English since the writer should master 
the knowledge about writing and the components of writing.  
Based on the result of data analysis, it can be concluded that the implementation of film 
can improve students’ ability in writing narrative text. By having a look the mean scores of the 
experimental and control groups on the posttest are significantly different which are respectively 
37.50 and 68.05. It was found that the tcounted value (12.705) of this research is much higher than 
the ttable value (1.663) meaning that the hypothesis is accepted.  
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